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" Rewengber with Pleaſu 
Diſcdurſe we had at your 
. the | laſt Evening before 1 let 
B. — hire: The hearry Concern 
you-expreſs'd for Religion in general, 


or the Su of, che Eſtabliſhd 
Church, 2 Majeſties Mild 
and Gracious Government, was agree- 
able to that Character, of a good 


Cbriſtian, and a good Engliſh-man, 


which no one, — hath a Right ichlaes that relate to th 


to ſhare in the ſame Character, ever 
deny d you. Thus far we entirely 
agreed; nor did we differ much upon 
the Head of Liberty; to Which w 
both of us are, and, I doubt not, all 
always continue faſt Friends. Liberty, 
I mean, in the Eccleſiaſtical, as well as 
Civil, Senſe of the Word; which nei- 
3 my Principles, nor yours, allow 
to Fore \d Man, who. on A 
proper becoming uſe of it. 
Liber. 16 ee 409, n 8520 41. 
de generates into ſuch a Bo 
cenſe, as ſhall undermine the Tenn. 
tions of Religion and Government. 
And that I affirm'd to be our Cale ans 
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laſt paſt, ſve a Freedom hath 2 
taken in Writing againft the moſt Sa- 
cred and Unqueſtionable Truths, and 
in ridiculing Chriſtianity it ſelf, as was 
never before . ractiſed in this, or an 
. other art of the Chriſtian World. 
Was lurpriz d to find you, © who have 
fo juſt an Abhorrence of ſuch Impiobs 
Attempts, fo ill inform d f the Par- 
Wben I 
mention d Fog Paſſages 9 this kind 
to you, out of the Books and Pam- 
pPhlets of this and the late Reign, you 
e could hardly, I reme 
ſuch Blaſphemies bad” been printed, 
becauſe 6a had never "beard that any 
one had been puniſh fot them. L had 
no anſwer to make to you. on that 
Head; but ſtak d my Credit for the 
Truth of whe I had related” to You up- 
Fand promiſed to gixe 
prof thole Matters at 
8 e 


thence l ſhall rranſeribe _ . 
A which, 


* en . 1 9 
* 3 2. 8 1 


9 * — ; 3 : 3 * by 
oh . * I 6 2 
which, 1 dare , you will not be able 


little before his Paſſion, which he calls, 


"rh upon an Aſinego, they extolld him as 
| 1 Deſcendant of King David; but * but they were f their. own N 
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to read (as neither tam to write them) Age only in which he was allow'd, and 
- withour the - utmolt Dereſtation and encoutag d thus to write. 
Horror. Not long after there appear d a Book, 


The Oracles of Reaſon: Or, Miſce laneoiu 5 entitul'd, An Account of tile Growth of 


Forks of Charles: Bloum, E/7; is a Deiſm; where the Paſſion of our Sa- 
Book you can no Stranger to. He - vious is ſpoken of in yet more Oppro- 
there profanely at the manner of * brious Terms, which muſt needs wound 
our Saviour's Entry into Feruſalem a the Ears, and pierce the Heart of every 

ood Chriſtian, The words are put into 
rhe Mouth of a Deiſt, under which 
Cover the Author vents his own Opini- 
ons, If (ſays he) thoſe Writings which 


The making hi Cavalcade upon an Zecke 
and his Reflection upon our Ble ed 
Lord's Conduct at that time is as fol- 
lows, When he made bu Cavalcade 
© [the Clergies] fide, I make no doubt 


bis Untimely Apprehenſion and Death, And if Zeus Chriſt, their Patron, Ia 

© rogether with his Neglect to improve _ * rhe Foundation of thoſe Powers, which 
© the Inclination of the People to make x both Papiſt and Proteſtant Clergy 
* him King, did allay the Afﬀections of claim to themſelves from under him, 


tte Jews towards him. (P. 1659 deb FN: think rhe Old Romans did him, Right 
.. © nifeftly intimat ing that our Saviou ing Se Puniſhing bim with t E * 
tended to make himſelf King of g # Slave. Was there ever any thing, li 


Deſgn of reproaching Him , but tho 2 , 


© they call Holy Scriptures, are of their 


prove the Opportunic 


"Jews, and only Wanted Skill to ! 

Ove thar was put 
into his Hands. And this VUntimely 
Deatb of our Saviour is urg'd by the 
| 2 of thar Book, io A 
rhoſe Chriſtians , who- look d upon 
5 "Blaunt's manner of Death (for de 
"laid Violent Hands upon himſeff) as a 
" Zudement. The Editor ſolemnly juſtiſies 


then adds, Some Gentlemen ſhou 
more wary in calling any particular 
© manner of Death, a Judgment; ſince 
that conſiſting wholly in Cuſtom 3 
Opinion, they will bring their own 
Diane, into a worfe Predicament; 
© fince not only Untzmely (I ſpeak after 


their Nonſenſical Cant) bur Ignomi- 


nion Deaths, have attended Them, they 
'© will allow the Supporters of their Do- 
Grin meaning Chriſt, and his Apo- 
© files, (See Pref.) The Writet bf thefe 


and.allGoodMensPardon for them; and 


therefore J mention them not, with a 
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words hath ſince publickly begg d God's 


laid againſt the Bleſſed Feſas by u- 
lian himſelf? The Merits of that Blood 
alone, which is thus rrampled upon, are 

ſufficient to atone for ſuch Impieties. 

In the fame Book he repreſents his 

bjecting agathſt"the Chri/tian 


Peit, Op 
"© Religion; that it made Men Taſolent, 


©Ouarrelſom, and ilimatur'd, P. 21. of 
Which he gives ſeveral Toſtances, and 


. that Act, and Se,. Murther in general nd. then adds, He concluded, that for 


© Luck-ſake , as well as 20 preſerve by 
: good Nature, he would be cautions of 


Bible he ſays, Thar he always thought 
it very good: But then he alſo thought, 
That by the ſtrength of his own Rea- 
©ſon, he could have written & 'pood a 
© Moral himſelf. P. 25. Theſe Infulrs 
upon our Saviour and his Doctrine, 
"muſt lye at the door of that Writer, be- 


"cauſe he atters them without the leaſt 
_— bf Cenfure and Diſlike; as I re- 
them 


rk 
bet many Nies at that time read 


1 
* 
* 


* . \ 


About 


*© being (at leaſt) a Jealous Chriſtian, 
and P. 24. And of the Moral part of the 
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| 1 About the ſame time came out Jahn 
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« ftians; as venerable for irs Antiquity: 


Toland's Chriſtianity not Myſterious. The and profeſs d, or rather (aid by all, even 


God himſelf, ner any of bu Attributes, are 


es £9.28 » ant 
N bold (ag from this Po- 


* 


or want of Adequate, 


tion is, No doubt on t, as far as any Church, 


allows of Myſteries, ſo far it is Anti-Chri- 
ſtian, and may, with à great deal of Fu- 
ſtice, tho . 4 i , 
with.the. Scarlet: More, (P. 107 Again, 
To. ſpeak Heeh, Coneradicbien and My- 
ft art but, two Empatical Hans of Jay- 


& 


ing nothing, (P. 134.) This is indeed 


tho little Honour, claim - Kindred 


, 


Free ſpeaking ; but it is ſuch a, kind of. 
— — — by all, who have any Re- 


verence for the Chriſtian Religion (chat 
great Myſtery, of  Godlineſs) ought to be 
abhorred. * N 


„The Autbor of the H fury of Religion 
DD 9 


er in 


(a e and a great 


- 


s) ſpeaking of the Rules pre- 


ſcrib'd by God himſelf for Sacrifices in 
the Old Teſtament, ſtiles them (P. 58.) 


Strange and puzling Methods of Re- 


© ligious,.., Ceremonies, and Myſteries, 
good for nothing but to confound and 
of 


iſtract the Minds of Men. And his 
Definition of Creeds (of all Creeds, with- 
out excepting even that call d the Apo- 
ſoles) is, That: they are, in very deed, the 


Spiritual Revenges of, Diſſenting, Parties 


one upon another, (P. 64) 


. His, looſe, Opinion 


not dye with. him, for this very Yecr 
L706, JI find a Book publiſh'd under 
this Title, The Unreaſenableneſs . of 
making and . impoſing Creeds; In 
which are theſe Words; What 
Creeds or Articles of Faith can be 
produced, that are not diſputable 


© and doubtful, that which: goes under 


the Name of the Apoſtles not exceptedꝰ 
© Ir being neither of undoubted Autho- 
rity, nor of indiſputable or unambi- 
guous Senſe in ſome Articles thereof; 


tho it be generally received by Chri- 


Doctrine of that Book is expteſs d thus thoſe ho underſtaud nat hat they 
in ſhort, P. 80. I conclude that neither *© ſay when they tecite it. (P. 14, 15). 


o the ſame purpoſe in fewer words, 
the late Aurhor of. The. Rights 7 the 
Chriſtian Church , Have not They 
ſthe Clergy} inſerted this Power of 
* theirs in an Article of rhe Creed, com- 
* monly call'd the Apoſtles? vix. 1 
* believe the Catholick Church, Ge. 
o 

- Mr. A ill, in the Year 1700, printed 
a Book, and put his Name to ir, with 
a, plain Deſign of Ridiculing all Re- 
veal'd Religion, and the Belief of a 
future State; as may appear from the 
very Title of it, which is An Argu- 
ment proving, that according to the Cove- 
nant of Eternal Life, reveal d an Scrip- 
ture, Man may be a from hence 
into that Eternal Life, without paſſing 
through Death, although the Human Na- 
ture of Chriſt could not be thus tranſlated, . 
till he had paſs d through Death. _.... 

_ His way of treating the moſt ſerious 
Truths is ſo profanely light and mock- 
ng „that I ſcarce dare repeat the 
Wore which he durſt Print and Pub- 
ns 

P.38,35. © God told Adam, (fays he) 
© that if he did eat he ſhould dye: The 
Devil told Eve, that they might eat 


4 daa and not dye. And theſe were the firſt 
of Creeds did 


* words ſpoken to Man by God, or the 
Devil; upon the. Truth or Falſhood 
*whereof, the very Beings of them both 
were to depend for ever: For which 
ever of them could maintain the Truth 
* of his word againſt the other, he muſt 
© have been God, and the other the 
Devil. And therefore God having 
turned the Lye upon the Devil, the is 
* from thence call d a Lyar from the be- 
* ginning-—. Cod could not have diſ- 
© penſed with his word, without com- 
plememing the Devil with his God- 
: ech e 1 
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+ belleve bim for aar, Sole. 
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Ho do you know ? 

4 1 the Law of God ſaith foi 1 the 

« By Hhat thay | eateſt thereef,, thou [rat 


* Why, bur then will nor this Saviour 


a re you from thisLaw,and chisDearh 2 | 


BY no, be 'l ſave, us from Sin. 

Y, then ir ſeems, you have got a 

© Pardon for 4 with a Non-. 
8% ro be han 


he thus Scoffs at, P. 97, 98. Be- | 

[ye Deſpilcts and Wonders Won- 

* dex. at What! ---Wond er and Curſe at. 
: © Adam for an Original Fact; who in 
* the length of one day, never fo much 

* us thought to put forth his Hand for 
ic and us, and: pull. and ear, and 
"We ever! Wonder at, aud Darin, 

8 ves for Fools of | 28 hi t Im 


135 01, that, in the Tp ice 0 19%; 
* Years, ever o much Ys "thought to. 
put forth our Hands, every one for! 


P. 76.) 
6 35 ccount 99 1 0 Life in 
t hold 


: © himſelf, and Seal and execute che Co- 


15 of Eternal Life, and live for 


9 

'6f bis white Bock is P. 55. 
£5 25 ainly and brie [thus de- 
11 his aith ; i I "dye like. other Men, . 
declare my felf to che of no Religion, | 
He adds, P. 99, © To be even with, © 
© the World at once, He chat wonders 
ar my Faith, 1 wonder at his Unbe- 
lief: And ſtare at me 'as long as you. 
ill, am ſure that neither my Pay- 
- Gognomy, Sirs, nor Misfortunes, can, 
* make me look fo unlikely ro de Tran-, © 
* flared, as wy Redeemer was to be. 

8 bang d. 
I have heard i it ſaid, in excuſe of this 


5 Ceutleman 8 Profanenels, chat he was 
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Mad; and tis the kipdeſt thing that 
can be ſaid for imm. But the Bufinets. 
ee + the Ne of this Piece, 
im h in 
dom, kd the Agape = King: 
there, tod plain 75 that that At- 
tempt e edech nor ſo much from 
want are as Relig lon,” > 
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Soo jorn dk ont 
ar to receive bs en at the 
Hands of a Prieſt, which a Woman 
can N as well; the Inſtirution 
of j it bein g merely for Fockety fake, and 
to give F "Dich Opportunity of 
Eati nd Drinkiug togetber. Tis 
a © If 4 Mani intends to 
: 1 his - NR el io à Chiſtian 
Ebbe twill be very neceſſary for 
him to own the Communion of that 
Church which is zn Faſhion in that 
© Country where he Hives; ' for neither 
* the Prie 00d,” nor the peo ple, will 
Tu him to live Well Hh them 
#any other Terms. And oe; 
fore (lay 0 the Lady to whom he 
* Je sten your Delling is in 
gland, twill be higbly expedient 
| fp you ro joyn your ſelf in publick 
*Communien) to the Church by Law 
616 = 2 wee Nr 2 
= thęſe three ons. 
1 ee oa Efabfiftrbent is 
won agreeable to rhe Laws of che 
„Land. (P. 14.) 2. Becauſe the Peb- 
ple of that Communion are moſt Eaſie 
55 Affable 1 in Converſation. (P. 24 ). 
' Becauſe tis belt, to be of the 


rongeſt Party, is certainly | 
Fr Ehurch 1 tho it be 


8 Bop neceflary to be either the Pope s, 
"rhe Biſhops, or the Presbyters Fool, 
vet it may be convenient to make 


*fome one of theſe Church- Parties be- 
\ lieve 


„„ 


ge ve that you ate ſo; for elſe all cheſe 


Parties will joyn together againſt 


you. (P. 13 | | F 
Indeed, Since the Goſpel-Simpli- 
© ciry. hath been worn off, the Prieſts 
of all Churches have agreed, 1ſt, That 


© *ris neceſſary for all Chriſtians to Com- 


© municate at the Lord's Table, 2. That 
© this Sacrament cannot be rightly ad- 
© miniftred without the Aſſiſtance of a 
© Prieſt, who muſt Conſecrate the Ele- 
ments. No wonder then that ſo great 
© 2 Noiſe hath. been made concerning 
© this Sacred Commemorative Repaſlt. 
That Chriſtian Communion which 
© you read of, as practis d in the Apo- 


e ſtles Days, was nothing elſe but a Re- 


* ligious Converſation of Chriſtians one 
* among. another. Twas for Society 
© ſake they went from Houſe, ro Houſe, 
„that they Eat and Drank together 
* frequently. — Now | cis plain, that 


this ſort of Religious Converſation 


© may be kept up among Chriſtians, 
5 91 Ore eitber Pricſt, or Altar, or any 
© (ot Form of Prayer, or Praiſe. — There 
is no part of this: Primitive Church 
© Communion that might not have been 
© perform'd by a Human as well as a 
Min. — When the Primitive, Chriſti- 


©'ans met together to break Bread, from 


© Houſe to Houſe, had any of the Women 
© crav'd a Bleſſing on that Bread, we 
* have no reaſon to doubt but that God 
Ne have beard ber Prayer. (p. 10, 
Nor are cheſe only the raſh Sayings 
of. a ng Pen, but the fixt Princi- 
* of Numbers; the late Author of 

Rights of thy Chriſtian Church hath re- 
aſſerted them, and the Countenance gi- 
ven to. his, Book, -ſhews, that there are 
many others of the ſame. Opinions. 
9. The Scripture (he ſays). no where 
© makes the receiving the Sacrament 
from the Hands of a Prieſt neceſſary ; 
© nay, not one Inſtance of the.L airies re- 
* ceiying it ſo can be produc'd from 


P.. 


© thence. (g. 104.) The Clerk hath as - 
© good a Title to the Priefbood, as the 
* Parſon, ſince the People join with him 
© in offering up rh crifices of Spiri · 
* ymns and Thankſgiv- 
ings. — Does not every one, as well as 
* the Miniſter, equaly app? the Bread 
© and Wine to the ſame Holy and Spi- 
© ritual Uſe, in commemorating the Be- 
© nefirs receiv'd by our Saviour, and in 
* offering up the ſame Prayers, and de- 
* firing the ſame Bleſſings? and who-- 
© ever dath this, with a due application 
© of Mind, r:gbely Conftcrates the Ele- 
© ments for himſelf ; fince this is the 
© only Conſecration they are capable 
© of. ang Cay farther than this, may 
2 call'd 2 * 
Conſecration. (p. 108.) Again, If 
© every Chriſtian is capable of - 
© forming the, Subſtancials of Nel. 
on, which conſiſt in offering up 
Prayers and Praiſes to God, 2 
© ceiving both the Sacraments; tis 
© abſurd to imagin, he is not capable 
* of luch circumſtances, as Praying a- 
t loud, eee os xr and ine, 
or Sprinkizug an Infant and repeating a 
© (et Form of Wards (p. 1 32. i | 
And how reverens. a Notion he. hath 
of theſe awful Myſteries, he farther 
dilcovers, where, deriving the Iaſtitu- 
tion of the Sacrament of our Saviauy's 
Body and Blood from th2.Poftc.enium - 
of the Paſſover, He ſpeaks thus con- 
cerning the manner of Celebratiog ir: 
At the cloſe af the Supper — the Mas 
ſter of the Feaſt diftribuxed among 
his Prieſts ſmall pieces of the fineit 
© Bread, and having firſt drank of the 
Grace · Cup, delivered it to be handed © 


bellen e os ape > 
Mr. Hickeringil, tho a Prieſt, and 


at preſent a Rector of a, Church in 
Colcheſter, ex preſſes himſelf ou the ſame 
Subject with the ſame freedom. I © 
can by no means perceive (ſays be) 
* that this Commiſſion to Teach, Bap- 


© Lize, 


4 og FE - 
8 kd wth * 


any Black- Coat, than to 2 Gray Coat, 
or a Lay-Man, *( Effi9s, Pare 2. 
6 p. 4) ; T2 5 N . 5 


9 © 


were endleſs to recire the many 


indecenr Paſſages, wherein that ſhame- 
leſs Writer viliges the Prieſthood, and 
irs Functions: However, take ſome few 
of them. ET. 
It is hard (he ſays) to make a Man 


*4who' is of a coſtive Faith) believe, 


that à — Hallow, or Sancti- 
*'fy a new Building — by mumbling 
over 7 * Andrews Form to that 
„ rpoſe. ; 1 | 

for God's Service) Sanctifies it; 
may my Drinking Room be Conſecrat- 
©ef when we ſay Grace there, pro 
hac vice, and vice wer/a, it is Uncon-, 


ſetrated, when inner- time comes, 


© or the Fünch- Bowl. (p. 14.) , 


He gives three Inſtances of Prieſt- 


craft, which he -alfs ©pretended Truths, 


© rhararein vogue among vs for unque- 


'©ftionable Tenents, which yet he holds 


to be but mis Points, viz. Sabbatizing, 
<'Famih Duties, and Dim Grape. © 
For $abbatizing, The Sabbath, Oh 
* the Sabbath! — call'd by the Cun- 
«| ing of  Prieft-crafr — the Lord's 
Day — to recommend it the better to 
<'the unthinking Mob; it being ro 
Le Aurers eſpecially, and to unbene- 


ccd Non cons, — of all the other. 


© ſeven” Days, the PricfFs. beſt Market- 
day, to Put off his Wates, and turn 
them into Mony. ( Prieſt- cr. p. 17.) 
Family Duties are the next plauſible 
Part of Prieſt· craft· Divinity; I mean 
© Praying with the Family, not chat [ 
* condemn it, tho' our Bleſſed Saviour 
© ſeems to_ condemn it by his Practice 
and Preaching; K Lid. p. 21.) 


e Saying Grace, an Univerſally cry d 


© up piece of Divinity, Superſtition or 


© Prieft-craft': For we never read that 


© Chriſt or his Apoſtles ſaid Grace, ei- 


© either before M 


"T':ize, Excommutiſeare, or Abfolve, 
© © dorh properly (er more) appertain to 


o ſay, the Uſe being 


eat or after M 
(id. p. 23 * , 


I be old Prieſts fare no better with 
him than the new ones, for even good 
Samuel himſelf is treated by him, with 
the utmoſt Indigaity, on the account, 
of his Character. King Saul, be lays, 
found to his Coſt, that he had better 
© havggdiſpleas'd all Vrael than Samuel, 
© the good High Prieft, and had better 
have rent the Cloaths off from his 
© own Back, than have rent Samuel's 


Caſſock ; it frerted the good Old 


© Gentleman, and in a P-ſſin, he ſaid, 
© God hath rent from thee the King-, - 
dom allo, and hath given ir to thy 
© Neighbour that is better than thou. 


15 7 50.75 ; 
n what reſpects David was bettet 
than Saul, he afterwards tells us. 
Saul 's Kingdom was given to David, 
© becauſe he was a Man after God's own. 
© Heart: an Hebraiſm, and in Engliſh 
© figmifies as much as a Man for my 
© turn ; he will Kill, and Slay, as the 
* Prieft - directs, by Orders receiv'd 
from Heaven; be will fulfil all my 
p- 


il, laich the High Prieft.” (1674. 


gag T4 To gt | 
And when Samuel was ſent by God. 
to offer Sacrifice at Betlehem, in order to 
the Anointing of David King, he re- 
— the Word of God to Samuel, and 

offs at them, and at the whole 
Tranſaction in the following manner. 


© Then the Lord anſwer d, Tale an 
'* Heifer with thee, and ſay, I am come 


© to do Sacrifice unto the Lord. The 
Policy of Heaven, we ſee, jumps with 
© our late Prieſt- craft in this, to make 
Religion the common Cover: to hide 


© a Plot. (Ibid. p. 51.) | 


Theſe two lait Paſſages contain ſuch 
direct and flaming Blaſphemy, as might 
better become the Mouth of a Rab/he- 
Aab than the Pen of a Prieſt of th: 
Church of England. , 15 


St. 


= _ 


* 


St. Paul's Extaſy be thus ridicules, 
St. Paul had been in Heaven, if it 


* were not 4 meer Dream, for he him- 
* ſelf could not tell then whether he 
© was in the Body (alive) or out of 
the Body (dead), and heard unut- 
© terable Words, but what Language 
© they ſpake in Heaven, he ſays, he 
© did not think lawful ro tell. (16:4. 


-- 


3. 2 
His Ungodly and Prophane Scorn is 
here employ d on a fingle Paſſage of 
St. Paul, bur elſewhere. he tramples 


on the Authority of the whole Bible at 
onc 


e. 
The ſecond Pretender to Infallibility 
"(ſays he) 4 toe Bible! And that I 
admit, as ſoon as it is agreed which 
© Chapter and Verſe is God's Word, 


and what nor, and why 2 — For, as 


for ſome Verſes and Clauſes in the 
© Holy Bible, the very Pen- Men 
© thereof did not ſomerimes'know ve- 
ry well, whether the ſame were 
© the Dictates of the Spirit of God, or 
© no. — Sometimes they Write, Thus 
© ſaith the Lord, and, not I, but the 
© Lord, commands fo and ſo: And 
© then again, in a Qualm, or a Quandary, 
© modeſtly pretends ro gueſſing, I think 
© alſo (lays St. Paul) that I bave the 
© Spirit of God. (p. 12.) | | 

Nor only the Bible, but Religion it- 
ſelf (whether Reveal'd or Natural) is 
treated, by him, with the urmoſt Con- 
tempt, and repreſented as unworthy of 
the Magiſtrate's Protection and Care. 
© Can Men (ſays he) be ſo ſortiſh as 
© to believe, that Religion (whether 
© good or bad, true or falſe) can be 
© any Support to Government? yer, 
© nevertheleſs, it's a Maxim common=-/ 
© ly receiv'd, not only by Prieft-ridden 
(but allo by unthinking) Politicians. 
Without Controverſy, true Religion 
© is no Su to Government. (Pri- 
craft Parr 1. P. 4. | | 

* All that a Magiſtrate hath ro do 


© with True Religion, is, to let it alone, 
© and if he do it no good, do it no 
* harm, that's all (bid. Part 2. p. 66. 
After ſuch bold Aſſertions as theſe, 
what he ſays of the ancienr Fathers of 
rhe Church, may paſs for a Trifle, and, 
therefore I ſhall mention it only to 
ſhew that he leaves nothing unre- 
proach'd, which the reſt of the World 
holds in any degree of Eſteem or Vene- 
rat ion. To quote St.Ferome, St. Auſtin, 
© or anybeber of the Fathers which the 
© Pope harh Sainred, is all one (he 
* ſays) to thinking and impartial Men, 
© as to quote a Ballad for authentick 
Proof. (E. Part 2. p. 1. 5 
The Friends of this Author likewiſe 
plead 5 in his behalf, tho there 
appear no of it in ſome orher 
parts of his Conduct. However Mad- 
men themſelves ſhould be debarr'd rhe 
uſe of all ſuch miſchievous Weap 
as the Pen, and the Preſs, and not be ſuf- 
fered by thoſe who have any reverence 
for the Name of God and his Truth, 
thus publickly ro Blaſpkeme. * © 
Were not the Inſpectors of our 
Theatre a little too tame, when they 
paſs'd that P.ologue Iſppken ar the. 
opening of the new Piay-Hoaſe in the 
Ha- Market) wherein the following 
Lines are to be found? ana: of 


© Such was our Builder's Art, that, foon 
das namd, 

© This Fabrick, like the Infant World, 
* as fram'd. 

The Architect muſt on dull Order wait; 
© Bur tis the Poet only can create. 


Ia the good A ge of Gh Ipnorance, 


Ho did Cathedrals rite, and Zeal ad- 


\ (vance ! 

* * * a 5 
© Bur now that Pious Pageantry's no 
-—————x— — 
And Stages thrive as Churches did be- 


fore. 
Theſe 


* 


* 
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Pfeaſure. Hath' a Nation thus 


weis doing it ? 
Ia ed with the 


-of Infidelity, and Propbanepeſss. 
| : freely be. 
-moan to you the Fate of our poor” 
„Country; the Anhabiranrs. of Which 
were diſtinguiſh'd from all other Peo- 
ple, dy a more.than ordinaty regard 
Har Religion, and. by a ſerious frame 
aud diſpoſtion of Mind. We are ſo 


many of thoſe 


of thole who 


=> 5 
15 p 1 . 
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Theſe EI nes, to, he Scandal. of a, 
Chriſtian . Auditory,” were hear, more. 
rhan once, not only with P .tience, bur 


their Gods Which, were ng G . 
Would Euripides, or Sophocles have, thus 


inſulted the Religion of their Country 


on the Stage ? or would Heathen Greece 


* 


have ſtood by unconcern'd, while they. 


- 
= 


1 


— 


have ſer my ſelf ; therefore, 


have many more Joſtances of the ſame, 
kind in view, ſhall wave the mention, 


of them at preſent. Another Letter,, 


if 1 find, what 1 have now written, hath 
its Uſe, may perhaps ſupply the De- 
fects of this, and give you a yet, lat- 


In the mean time let me 


far degenerated from our good Anceſtors, 


other ſort of Feople, and to live in a 
quite different Qhme. Levity, Lewd- 
neſs and Irreligion, are the moſt pre- 
vailiog i Qualities among 

who ſet up for giving 
Laws to the behaviour of ; others. It's 
ſo far from being a reproach to a Man 
-not to have Religion, that even ſeveral. 
ye it, are aſham'd to 
own it. Infidehry us d, heretofore, to 


Skulk and * Head, not to diſco- 


._, Rebellign, when the h 
4. Exe fences of m 
tho * „ dro vg many 9 1 Ss 
ry Extreme... :. - B+; AE 


. 


% 
* * 
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the Preſs ; it appears in 


dom; it hath a I Hores Fore-head. 


ñ not Aham u. We owe the riſe of 
ien 70 dhe es ef t 


and 


* 


"That Storm blew over, and a. 
Calm ſucceeded : the Eaſe and Laxucy 


of which time carrried us yet 2 
n. 


our Old Engliſh Principles of Rel igi 


and Vertue. From that Day to this, 
we have wax d ſtill worſe and worle,, 
and are now argiv'd ro ſuch a pitch of, 


* 


Iapiet) „that, according to the Expreſ- 
Of a Roman Writer concerning his. 
Country- men, we are neither able to- 
bear our Vices, nor the Reinedies o 

them. I am, I thank God, no Bigor, . 
or Enthuſiaſt : and yet I cannot for- 
bear thinking, that, if ſome Check be 
inceſtors, not given to this Career of Impiery, 
mat we ſeem to be an- we ſhall foon fink under the Weighꝭ oil. 
it; for it 1s enough to blaſt all our WI 


ſions 0 


eſt and beſt- laid DeGgns, and to render 
all. our Succeſſes Abortive. 
But this is too melancholy a Theme, 
to be any longer dwelt on. Let me. 
have your Reflections on the Paſſages I. 


have tranſcrib d. If you defire to ſee 


o 
* 


more of them, I can. readily fui 
you. In the mean time I take leave 


very abruptly to profeſs my ſelf, % Hb 


58 | ; 

| ; London, Nor. bo | Dear Sir, * By 

„ 1706. : dur moſt faithful Servant. 
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Selk, but in. ſectet among Toole 
-ompanzons : It now walks open aud“ 
Hare: lac d; it hath taken . ” > 
. 05 APPEA laces of the _ 
moſt publick - Concourſe ; it diſputes 
nd argues for itſelf with great free 
f this. 
Times of the Greats 
ypocritical and 
cn, ia Reli- 


— fa 
_ 


